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institutions had been sown, India was still under tutelage. Reflect
on me great moral, material and political progress which has since
been achieved in this short space of time. For years the welfare
of India was held in trust by the Crown and its servants. It
was their sacred duty to protect her from foreign aggression and
internal strife, to establish and maintain a strong and just
Government in the land, to improve the condition of her people,
and educate and uplift her masses. It was the earnest desire of
successive British sovereigns, declared from time to time in
solemn proclamations and messages and of their Government,
that the moral and material welfare of the people of India should
advance to the end that in due season, in the fullness of time,
the people of India might be fitted to share in the blessings of
representative institutions. The Act of 1919 has now entrusted
the elected representatives of the people with a definite share in
the administration.

Let me examine for a moment the actual results in their main
details. In the Central Government the Governor-General's
Executive Council contains three Indian members in charge of
important departments of the Government. Though the system
does not provide for responsibility of the members to the Legisla-
ture there is a bicameral Indian Legislature representative of the
people and vested with definite powers and functions of the high-
est importance. The Provincial Governments have been given
in provincial matters the largest measure of independence of the
Government of India at present compatible with the due dis-
charge by the latter of its own responsibilities. Each Governor
has at least one Indian member of his Executive Council, while his
ministry dealing with transferred subjects is chosen from his
Legislative Council, which in turn is elected by the people of
the Province. The so-called Imperial Services of India now
include a definite proportion of Indian officers; the policy of
increasing the association of Indians with every branch of the
administration in India has been accepted by His Majesty's
Government and is in practice. The High Commissioner for
India in London is an Indian; and the council of the Secretary of
State for India at Whitehall contains a substantial Indian element.
Turning to spheres outside the administration of India itself,
India no longer tarries outside the Councils of the Empire, but her
representatives have a seat at the Imperial Conference tables.
In the League of Nations also the voice of the representatives of
India is heard as representing one of the great Commonwealth of
Nations of the British Empire. Gentlemen, the age of tutelage